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AN INTERVIEW WITH GLORIA DIXON

Gloria Heather Dixon became interested in the UFO subject in 1970 whilst living in the United
States. Her father resided in the States as an aeronautical engineer working as a parachute
specialist in the Space programme during the sixties. Her parents were divorced and a
holiday to visit him resulted in a move to the States where she lived in Wilmington, Delaware
for twelve years.

She read Project Blue Book, the United States Air Force official investigations into UFOs, and
during the first part of the seventies heard a couple of unusual stories, which reinforced her
interest further. She worked as a PA for an American businessman, who was politically active
within the Republican party during the Nixon era and who went on to become a Congressman
for Delaware in the seventies.

Her stepfather was an officer in the RAF and they travelled to many parts of the world and
Gloria developed an interest in aviation.

She joined the British UFO Research Association (BUFORA) and the Independent UFO
Network (IUN) in 1990 and began to attend UFO Conferences, where she admits to “hearing
some of the strangest conversations | had ever heard...”

She is the now the national investigations co-ordinator for BUFORA, a valued member of the
UFO Investigation Network, and also finds the time to produce a bi-monthly magazine entitled
Strange Daze.

DAVE BAKER: Gloria, | can name a old comics, books, television and films, which
couple of dozen male ufologists off the top would also have held a huge interest for the
of my head, but | can only think of a male population leading into the modem Space
handful of female researchers. Why do Age and today’s incredible military technology
you think that there are more men into this that we now see in our skies. In my view this
subject than women? would have certainly generated an excitement
and fascination with Space and the capabilities
GLORIA DIXON: This is an intriguing of technology and whether there could be more
question and there is no doubt that the world of going on out there than could be imagined.
ufology is indecd male dominated. The ratio
of men in comparison to women is quite I think also that the idea of women being at the
dramatic and I have often wondered about this frontiers of scientific rescarch into these areas
myself, being in the minority so to speak! It is has not been as visible as it is now and I feel
also interesting that sighting reports of unusual that more women are now realising that they
aerial phenomena appear to be reported by can make contributions to UFO research.
more men than women, but when you enter Because of this and the access to this subject
into the domain of high strangeness cases such via the Internet, I hope that there will be more
as claims of alien abduction and close and more women becoming involved in the
encounter events, there are a higher percentage UFO subject. I think we are starting to see that
of women than men who report thesc unusual now and that there is an increase in women’s
experiences. desire to be involved in this field of study. I
certainly talk with more women now, who
I think that because men have a particular express a real wish to become involved in
fascination with  Space, aviation and ufology on all levels.

astronomy, this would play an important role
in their interest in the idea of UFOs and the

possibility of nuts and bolts machines in our Do you think that there is anything a

skies that may not have a rational explanation. female researcher can bring to a case

The idea of potential visitors from Space holds that a man cannot?

an enormous fascination for them. This would

also have been triggered by many past and Yes, there are things that a woman can bring to

present science fiction dramas played out in a case study that would dcfinitely enhance and
1

Vol. 4, # 5, November 2000




PRB

give an added dimension to research into many
cases. A female researcher’s viewpoint is
specifically essential in the area of more exotic
claims of close encounter experiences.
Women in the main tend to be far more
intuitive than men and therefore their
perception of a complex case may be viewed
rather differently from the logic and
pragmatism of their male counterpart. A
woman can sometimes pick up on the more
subtle problems behind an extraordinary claim.

For example where a witness, who has
reported a troubling or strange incident hides
emotive or sensitive issues that they feel are
not connected to their experience. This is
extremely important in the analysis of a case
that may appear to be mysterious, but
sometimes there are actually independent
problems related to the background and
personality of the witness, which have a real
bearing on their interpretation of the
experience. This why it is crucial, when
possible, that a male and fcmale investigator
follow up a high strangeness case together in
order to get very different vicwpoints about the
person or persons involved in these cases.

Bearing the above in mind, what was it
that attracted you to the subject of
UFOs and paranormal phenomena?

Mysteries have always fascinated me from an
carly age, particularly the paranormal field of
study in relation to those other worlds that we
inhabit from time to time, imaginal or
otherwise. | am particularly interested in
reports of near-death experiences and claims of
after-death communication and the unexplored
potential of the human consciousness. Are the
brain/mind onc and the same or is there
something more complex going on? Scientific
disciplines seem to be somewhat divided and
unclear on this. I guess I am entranced by the
idea of who we are and why we are here and
the subjective way in which we interpret the
world around us. I was an avid reader as a
child and was totally fascinated with all things
strange.

In adulthood mystery continued to captivate
me, those possible elusive connections with
other worlds, near-death cxpericnces, claims of
apparitions, visionary experiences etc. I have
had some experiences that I have been unable
to explain, although this does not mean that
they cannot be explained. I just have not
found an explanation yet. Above all there is a
rich tapestry of remarkable human experiences

that have been relayed to me from within my
family and from friends and colleagues from
all over the world.

With regard to my interest in the UFO subject,
this started its initial stages in the early
seventies during the time I was living in the
States. This was triggered somewhat because
my father resided in the States working as an
aeronautical engineer and parachute specialist
in America’s Space Programme during the
sixties. I also read Project Blue Book on the
United States Air Force official investigations
into UFOs, and during the first part of the
seventies heard a couple of unusual stories,
which reinforced my interest further. During
that time of course America was held
spellbound by the idea of the exploration of
Space particularly after Neil Armstrong’s first
steps on the moon in 1969. It was a very
exciting time.

My real journey into the mad world of ufology
came in 1990. I became a member of the
British UFO Research Association (BUFORA)
and the IUN (Independent UFO Network) in
1990 and began to attend UFO Conferences. 1
have to admit to hearing some of the strangest
conversations I had ever heard in 1991while
attending a joint BUFORA/IUN Conference
held in Sheffield and wondered if this was just
a one-off or was everything always as bizarre
as this. I was soon to find out that it was and I
was captivated for many years by the whole
subject and people involved.

Can you remember the first case you
really got your teeth into?

I can remember a few actually going back to
the ecarly nineties. One of the first sent to me
by Jenny Randles for follow up turmed out to
be a laser light display, which was observed by
many people on the north east coast within a
good twenty mile radius of the show. It was an
interesting lesson in people’s perceptions and
beliefs. There were several early on with
rather mundane explanations, but a couple that
stand out involved claims of close encounter
events.

The first high strangeness case I attended with
another investigator occurred in Redcar,
Cleveland. It involved some very strange
experiences in the form of some kind of shared
dreamlike experience involving a young
couple. This was reported and followed up
many years after the alleged incident, but
nevertheless 1 found it rather curious, as the

2
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couple concerned were just an ordinary young
couple, who had no idea what had happened to
them. They both remembered a very similar
experience wherce they claimed to have secn an
object and entities, which they observed in
their back garden during the night. The wife
claimed that her husband actually physically
disappeared and described entities in their
home with skin not like ours.

They were woken in the early hours of the
morning with their one year old daughter
crying in a way that was unusual and rushed
into her bedroom, where they then observed
this object in their back garden in the area
where the husband was building a shed. After
following him out of their daughter’s bedroom,
the wife claims her husband had physically
disappeared and at the same time she observed
two small beings on the stairs.

They woke up the following momning with
their daughter between them in the bed and it
was only after going downstairs for breakfast
that they looked out of the window into their
back garden and recalled the experience of the
night before. This case was actually
documented in Without Consent by Philip
Mantle. The husband was very ill about two
months after this with a rare blood condition
and was in hospital for about three months

With this case of course there were problems,
not least of which were their memories of that
night reported to BUFORA so many years
after the incident and with an increased
awareness of the UFO subject as it was
evolving via the media. books and
conferences. I honestly don’t know what these
experiences were, but I recall feeling that the
lady concerned was still very disturbed by
whatever they perceived had occurred and she
was adamant in her recollection of the entities’
skin as not being like ours.

Of course anything is possible including the
idea that this was a hoax perpetrated by a
young couple wishing to gain some kind of
attention or money. However, in my opinion,
this was unlikely, as they wished their names
to remain completely confidential and
therefore were hardly going to gain anything
financially.

Who were your initial heroes in the
subject, and has your opinion of their
work changed over the years?

There are quite a few people, who have had
quite an impact on how my thinking and
understanding have evolved with regard to the
subject. During the late eighties I started to
read books on UFOs, good and bad. I read
many of Jenny Randles’ books in addition to
Timothy Good’s best-selling book Above Top
Secret. Jacques Vallee’s books had a
tremendous influence on me, as did Jenny’s
books. A real classic was John Keel’s UFOs
Operation Trojan Horse and John Spencer’s
books Perspectives and Gift of the Gods also
contributed to giving me a deeper insight into
the subject. ~ Phantoms of the Skv by Dave
Clarke and Andy Roberts provided a real look
at the fundamental issues surrounding the
whole UFO subject and so my views and ideas
began to change and I gained some rational
thought on the subject.

In the early days I was particularly fortunate to
join the IUN and meet the original IUN
founders. Philip Mantle, Rod Howarth, Andy
Roberts and Stuart Smith. who probably all
exerted a real direction on how I was to come
to eventually understand this subject. The work
of Paul Devereux has also influenced my
thinking particularly his excellent Otherworld
Reality Conference held in London last year
and Judy Jaafar of BUFORA has also had an
impact on my understanding of remarkable
human experiences.

My opinion of their work has not changed
particularly. I think all of the above writers
and researchers have been and still are
dedicated and major contributors to our
comprehensive understanding of what this
subject is really about. although I may not
share some of their views at times.

My opinion of the work of some of the
American researchers has changed quite
dramatically over the years though,
particularly with regard to an extra-terrestrial
hypothesis, as I see no substantial evidence for
this, at least none that can be proven and
therefore I have a real problem with the
alleged cases of physical evidence, implants
and marks proving in a definitive way that we
are being visited and abducted by an alien
presence.

However, above and beyond the fact that there
will always be some researchers, who are
involved in this area for less than altruistic
reasons and often for their own personal gain, I
still feel that even among those with whom 1
acutely disagree on some issues, they are still
dedicated researchers, whom I respect and who
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have devoted much of their lives at personal
financial cost, to exploring those mysteries that
lie on the edge of our knowledge, be it UFOs
or paranormal phenomena.

You have told me that your father lived in
the States as an aeronautical engineer,
working as a parachute specialist in the
Space programme during the sixties. You
also said that your step-father, who
actually raised you was an officer in the
RAF..with this kind of access to “those
who would be in the know”, have either of
them given you any suggestion that the
military or NASA knows about UFOs and
are actively up covering the truth?

I’'m afraid not. My father, John, was very
concerned with nuts and bolts aviation and I
remember arriving in New York a few days
after the historic flight of Apollo 11 when Neil
Amustrong and Edwin Aldrin walked on the
Moon and his breathtaking excitement at this
accomplishment.  He was a real explorer of
life though and I have no doubt he would have
been open to the possibility of UFOs.

With regard to my stepfather, Ron, it certainly
does not follow that he would be ‘in the know’
about the truth of UFOs. Being in the military
does not mean that you have access to top-
secret information on specific issues that are
not aligned to your job description. In the late
60s, my father was stationed in Cyprus and I
worked in a civilian clerical capacity for the
counter intelligence of the Army, which was
secret detachment responsible for the Near
East security forces.  Although it was a
classified position in that I dealt with
information classified as ‘Secret’, this did not
mean that I had access to anything other than
what were relevant reports on activity which
could affect the security of the Near East
British bases. Certainly when I became
involved in UFO research my father, Ron was
very interested in some of stories and
programmes that were emerging, although
very sceptical in his views.

You are a principal member of UFOIN.
How successful do you think the group
has been in reaching its goals so far?

I think the group has been extremely
successful in its achievements so far with a
great deal of work being accomplished by
many list members in a diverse area of UFO
study and research. One of the reasons for

this, in my opinion. is because of the real
dedication and skills of list members reaching
ever-wider parameters of what UFO research
really means. Visits to the Public Records
Office at Kew by Dave Clarke, Andy Roberts
and Paul Fuller with the release of the 1967
UFO documents has and will provide an
enormous insight into the problems
surrounding well documented cases from the
sixties. This will no doubt lead to a better
understanding of the so-called classic ‘UFO’

cases and therefore give us a more
comprehensive overview of the major
problems with investigation, perception,

beliefs and outright hoaxes. It has been very
rewarding to see some of the researchers, who
have expressed a desire to join the list in
addition to those that have joined UFOIN.
This has also led to the Rendlesham Forest
incidents being debated at length by
researchers, who are very au fait with these
events.

You are also national investigations co-
ordinator for BUFORA. BUFORA has
received a pretty bad press from a number
of ufologists, not least friends
of yours such as Andy Roberts
(everywhere, including PRB!) and Dave
Clarke. Do you think these criticisms are
justified?

Andy is just kidding about BUFORA you
know!! I believe that criticisms of many
organisations both within and outside the field
of ufology are justified at times. It is crucial
that there is criticism and debate, as long as it
is constructive but I feel, very strongly, that
criicism of BUFORA has been very
unjustified at times, particularly where few of
the facts have been known or understood
properly by our critics. Therefore we have
been judged on rumour and speculation and
these rumours have taken on a life of their
own, which has resulted in extremely bad press
for BUFORA at times. The fact is that there
are probably other UFO groups that would
deserve these criticisms far more than
BUFORA. but let’s face it BUFORA is a
national organisation spanning over forty years
and has come under attack before and over
many years.

It has also to be remembered that organisations
and groups like BUFORA are voluntary and
predominantly severely under-funded.
BUFORA is run on a day to day administration
by a limited number of people, who do a great
deal of work on behalf of the association for
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their members and for the general public, who
report sightings and send in photographs and
video footage. They also print the BUFORA
Bulletin six times a year for their members,
with an excellent web-site
(www.bufora.org.uk) in addition to running
London based lectures on the first Monday of
every month from September to June. There is
an active investigations team known as the
BUFORA NIC (National Investigations
Committee) and also a research team.

There has been vociferous criticism towards
BUFORA from a few researchers and at times
this has been very personal indeed particularly
with the use of the internet and email where
unfounded attacks about BUFORA and anyone
else for that matter can be out there for the
masses to see at click of the ‘send’ button. I
do not agree with this, but unfortunately in this
subject it seems to be particularly prevalent.
What is interesting in all of this is that
BUFORA is still alive and kicking and
certainly still here after forty plus years, so I
wonder what that tells us all? BUFORA as a
UFO organisation is listed everywhere from
directories to books, magazines and web-site
links on a worldwide basis, and I have no
doubt will continue in this vein despite their
critics.

How come you have hung on in there
while others have left in droves? Do you
think that BUFORA can pull itself out of
the mire and become the bastion of
British ufology that it once was?

To be honest I do not believe that BUFORA
has to pull itself out of anything despite
problems that have occurred in the past. Are
there any voluntary organisations without
some problems at times? It is certainly still
one of the bastions of British Ufolgy in the
modern era of UFO understanding and I have
no doubt will continue to be so. Obviously
there can be problems as I referred to above,
but there are many in the BUFORA
membership including the NIC, who are a
credit to this subject and I respect, value and
learn from all of their contributions, the same
way I do from UFOIN and the many other
individual researchers and members of other
organisations with whom BUFORA shares
ideas and information across the world

Unlike many ufologists from around the
world, you do often not contribute to
discussion forums such as UFO-Updates.

Are you just a lurker, or do you try to avoid
this kind of bickering and back-stabbing?

I do not subscribe to Updates, although on
occasion I log on and have a look at the
archives to see if there were any worthwhile
debates. 1 admit to absolutely hating the
politics...I call them ‘plototics; no such word
of course, but I think it describes the hardened
back-stabbing that goes on, generating into
personal attacks occasionally that I consider
vile to the extreme. There is absolutely no
excuse for this kind of unprofessional
approach at all in my view and it adds nothing
whatsoever to our knowledge of UFO study.
Also I find that some debates are endless at
times and going nowhere. It just seems that
certain debates go on and on, but never
actually get anywhere towards a viable
conclusion and in some cases no amount of
debate or evidence will change a researcher’s
belief in his own evaluations of a case.
Besides anything else nasty politics are a time
wasting exercise and I don’t have that kind of
time.

Many ufologists claim that they can solve
perhaps ninety-five percent or more of the
reports they receive. Are there any UFO
cases in your files which remain
unsolved and have genuinely mysterious
elements?

I am not too sure I agree with the ninety-five
per cent of reports being explained. There are
problems here, not least of which is sometimes
the amount of time before they are reported. in
some instances going back years and years.
This creates enormous difficulties for the
investigators with all kinds of problems in
trying to resolve a simple sighting or a more
complex case. This includes memory
problems, belief systems and pure wishful
thinking on the part of the observer or
experiencer. I think probably with enough
resources and information in addition to
sightings being reported quickly enough. that
we may well be able to solve ninety-five
percent or more cases, but this just does not
happen. Furthermore, solving a case is also
dependent upon the specific investigators
handling the case, as they come with heavy
baggage on occasion, with their own ideas and
beliefs as to what the witness has seen or
experienced and there is no doubt as we have
seen in BUFORA and UFOIN, that this
directly affects the evaluation of the reports.
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Yes, I do have cases that remain unexplained
which certainly have some puzzling elements
to them. The Windwhistle Hill case (See
Strange Daze issue 20) is very odd indeed.
This was triggered by the sighting of an
unusual orange light by a family travelling on
the A30 between Yeovil and Chard. They
describe some very mysterious experiences
including memories of their car coming to a
complete standstill and recollections of family
members disappearing from the car, and
observation of a brilliant light within the car,
strange figures and their great fear.

This was followed by a further experience
about a week later very close to the first
incident where two figures were observed on
the grass verge, one figure described as
exceedingly tall and another lying on the grass
verge. The tall figure stepped out into centre
of the road and had one foot on the grass verge
and the other over the centre of the road, all in
one step! The family felt this was extremely
odd and instead of investigating as to whether
someone had been hurt they swung around the
figure into the grass verge on the other side of
the road and continued their journey. They
never heard of any incident from the area and
felt extremely puzzled by this.

There is also great deal of folklore surrounding
this area. highwaymen, buried treasure and
bodies buried in the area in addition to folklore
tales about a witch being buried under
Windwhistle Hill. There are also many other
stories of unusual incidents that have occurred
here. I went to the area in August and it was
interesting to see the area where the car stop
had occurred. There are a host of pylons in the
area and a large radio mast behind the
Windwhistle Inn.  After several years of
research by past BUFORA investigators, we
have not been able to explain thesc events. Of
course that does not nccessarily mean that
there is not an explanation and certainly it
could be that electromagnetic field may have
some bearing on this case.

Another case from Scotland involves a
professional couple, who underwent an
extraordinary shared dreamlike experience,
where the husband felt his wife was actually
taken from the bed by something or someone.
At the same time he observed a figure by the
bed. who seemed to have some kind of
implement which was being put into his left
arm. There are some differences in his wife’s
account but the essence of this experience was
very similar indeed.

They awoke in the moming and wrote down
their recollections of these experiences. They
appeared to be a very articulate couple, who
wondered if there was any substance to this.
Obviously this appears on the surface to have
been some kind of shared dream experience
and the trigger for their report to BUFORA
was because they watched part of a
documentary, which involved Garry Woods’
account of the A70 case. This of course could
have certainly contaminated their account of
this odd experience, but they certainly did not
detail this occurrence in terms of alien
abduction.

Certainly the BUFORA investigator who
looked into this found them to be people, who
wanted an explanation and felt they would
certainly have been prepared to accept a
reasonable assessment of their experience.

Another rather baffling case is from Alnmouth,
Northumberland and goes back to 1963,
around 3.30am when a father and daughter
were returning from a family occasion in
Leicester and were travelling on the Shilbottle
Road. about ten minutes from Alnmouth,
where they lived. They became aware of a
brilliant. huge light directly above them and
they estimate no more than thirty feet in
height. There was no sound and as they were
in a slight dip they stopped their car and tumed
off the engine and held on to each other, as
they felt very frightened on this lonely road in
the darkness. The daughter told me that they
had a powerful sensation that they were being
observed and the light stayed above the car for
about a minute, before it moved at tremendous
speed heading towards the North Sea coast. It
was gone within a couple of seconds.

Upon returning home, the journey appeared to
have taken them double the time it should have
done. The following day they contacted RAF
Bulmer to see if they could come up with an
explanation for their sighting, but they were
informed that nothing military has been
responsible.  They also checked with the
farmhouse, which was very close to where
they had observed the light. but no one there
had heard or seen anything.

The father is dead now, but his daughter told
me that they could not explain what they saw.
According to local villagers her father had
talked about this sighting for many years and
was adamant that there was no rational
explanation for what they had seen. Here of
course we have the problem again of a report
received many years on and therefore with
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little hope of following up with a reasonable
investigation.

It is very evident that many of the mysterious
cases do not appear to be under the remit of a
UFO case, but fall into the category of
paranormal phenomena.. Also in realms of
unexplained cases are two with which I was
involved where unusual balls of light were
observed that appeared to have some effects
upon the witness and their car. These occurred
in Brampton, Cumbria and Surrey. 1 have
never been unable to come up with an
explanation for either one. The one from
Surrey is quite extraordinary if the witness was
not perpetrating a hoax of some kind. always
an option of course. This would be too lengthy
to go into here and at the risk of taking up
space in an entire issue of PRB, I think I had
better stop right here.

What is your opinion on so-called alien
abductions?

First of all I believe that many people undergo
extraordinary experiences at times in their
lives, or at least experiences that they cannot
define or possibly do not even have the
language or the capacity to explain. We live in
an age with amazing potential and where
anything seems to be possible due to the
incredible technology that we have. More and
more information is accessible to many more
people; therefore they are asking many more
questions because of the information they
access from the Internet, where UFO and
paranormal sites are in abundance.

In addition to this are many magazines, books
and television shows dealing with the subject
and spreading the mythology to literally
millions of people adding to the persuasive
imagery of the reality of alien abductions.
Furthermore, we live in a scary age of artificial
intelligence development. medical technology
and futuristic weaponry and aircraft that we
possibly have yet to imagine. I believe it is no
wonder that we look to those other worlds in
order to explain this one and to possibly feel
that we have elusive connections to something
else out there that could either save us from
ourselves or even give more problems than we
already have.

The idea that there are some people, who
believe they have been abducted by aliens. has
been downloaded into our consciousness and
we cannot get away from that. Whether this is
happening in the physical world is another

question entirely and from my point of view, |
see no evidence for this at all or at least no
definitive proof that has ever been produced to
give any credence to this idea at all.

Of course the problem with many of the cases
is that regression hypnosis has been used as a
method to recover information about these
experiences and there are major problems with
this very controversial method. together with
the fact that memory retrieval even from
yesterday can be less than accurate. The brain
is very selective about what it feels we need to
remember about various events on a daily
basis, therefore the use of hypnosis will not
enhance the memory from the point of view of
an objective truth about the event.

Moreover, people who claim to undergo these
unusual experiences need to explore and
identify what is happening to them. but their
perception of these sometimes disturbing
experiences, reinforced by some investigators
and exploited by the media, does not create
any real understanding at all of what these
experiences are and mean. In other words we
have many more questions than answers and
meanwhile these astonishing reports are
increasing and there is little that is meaningful
emerging either scientifically or
philosophically. It maybe that these
perplexing and profound experiences are a
modern day interpretation of our innermost
fears and apprehensions about scientific
developments, as UFO and alien encounters
take over from the traditional folklore and
beliefs of ancient times,

However, all this aside, there is an increasing
number of people including children, who
contact UFO organisations about strange and
disturbing experiences. We cannot just ignore
this because it will not go away. There is no
doubt at all that mental health issues are
involved in some of these cases together with
factors such as attention seeking, sheer hoaxes
and misperception of confusing dreams etc.

But above and over all of this there remain
reports from ordinary people, who undergo
extraordinary events and look to UFO and
paranormal organisations for answers because
they perceive these experiences to be alien
abduction encounters. Can you blame them?
The representations of what aliens may look
like are everywhere in science fiction, books,
magazines and television notwithstanding all
the promotional advertisements for various
companies, which use the ‘grey alien’ face on
our screens. In some ways it is deeply
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depressing because at this stage we do not
even know what came first, the chicken or the
egg. Was the alien imagery that we use based
on what people conjured up from these
experiences before the grey alien ever invaded
our consciousness or do people use this
imagery because we have constructed it in this
way ourselves. Who knows the answer to this
question?

Of course this is where the dangers can lie, as
these cases are normally outside of the remit of
UFO investigators. However, it is my belief
that we must continue to support and listen to
the witness with great care and sensitivity but
that support must also remain totally objective
during our investigations and research. We
can also sometimes point them in the direction
of psychology to help understand what these
experiences may mean. We can look for
parallels to their experiences from other
accounts, as well as looking at the life profile
of that person where, as many researchers are
aware, we find that many people reporting the
close encounter experience have in fact
experienced other unusual anomalies in their
lives often of a paranormal nature.

The late Ken Phillips conducted work in this
area on the Anamnesis Project together with
the late Austrian psychologist Dr. Alex Keul.
One of the conclusions of this project was that
UFO experiencers are a reasonable cross-
section of the population and not particularly
fantasy prone individuals. There are certainly
many patterns that emerge, but this still does
not explain why people report that they have
had an alien abduction experience. Cases of
reported close encounters during altered states
of consciousness prior to sleeping or
awakening could be explained by ‘sleep
paralysis’ and hvpnagogic states during these
altcred states of consciousness prior to
slecping and awakening and other states of
sleep such as false awakenings.

This question is of course a really loaded gun
with the immense controversy surrounding it
by the international UFO community, but it is
obvious, to me anyway, that we need to
examine consciousness in a far more complex
way in order to begin to understand the human
condition and the fragile area of these reports.

I think in a way Dr. Peter Fenwick’s statement
in his book The Truth In the Light gave an
insight into these issues when he wrote

‘science still does not understand  the
conversion of the objective world outside to the
subjective world of meaning.

I believe that there is no doubt that abduction
claims are part of a profound and important
phenomenon, but mystical experiences have
taken place since the dawn of mankind. It is
just the interpretation that has changed to fit
the models and images that we see in today’s
culture. I feel that many of these claims will
tell us more and more about the human
condition as our beliefs and mythology unfold.

Have you ever had any kind of UFO
sighting or paranomal experience
yourself?

I have never had a UFO sighting in that I have
never seen anything in the sky that I couldn’t
explain or felt could remain inexplicable, but
then I would say that wouldn’t I1? I have
certainly had several paranormal experiences
that I could not explain, although I have tried
to look for explanations. These have covered
several areas, such as precognitive dreams,
apparitions, a very powerful sense of a
presence on several occasions in my life, one
of fairly recent time with an independent
observation by my husband. who is real sceptic
about all these areas. I have also experienced
many powerful synchronicities, which I know
can be experienced by many people.

Tell us a little about your publication
“Strange Daze™..it's not purely a
UFO publication is it?

No it isn’t at all actually. The focus of
‘Strange Daze’ is to explore extraordinary
human experiences in all their forms from near
death experiences, ghosts, and visionary
experiences to claims of alien encounters and
consciousness studies. In addition to this are
articles at the cutting edge of science and
aviation and interviews with the researchers
into the world of UFOs and the paranormal.
We hope also to act as a showcase for original
thinking and articles from writers into these
fields of study. I hope that writers will feel
free to submit their articles to SD (email:
HeatherD77@aol.com)

(This interview will be concluded in the next
issue of Project Red Book...)
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EXPLOITATIONS OF THE ALIEN KIND
By

Jonathan Slater (YUFOS)

I have this theory that commercial advertisers
on television and in magazines are a part of
this alien propaganda working along side
governments to introduce into mainstream life
images of extraterrestrial life in such a way
that after all these years we have taken for
granted the imagery on television as innocent
fun and that if alien life forms do exist they
must look like the ones out of the Mash adverts
for instant potatoes.

But what if this is a cleaver and deliberate ploy
to introduce through advertisements in the
media away of portraying such imagery as to
ready us for the day when we might come face
to face with extraterrestrial life - after all,
thanks to television 70 to 80% of the world
must now know what the famous ‘Grey’ alien
looks like thanks to television programmes
such as The X-Files.

To ask the ordinary Joe in the street what he or
she thinks about the possibility that life exists
elsewhere, I dread to think what answers you
would get. but every day of the week they are
bombarded with images of aliens everywhere.
Poor old E.T - there’s me thinking at the end of
the film he was going home back to his family
but how mistaken was 1. British Telecom must
have made him a better offer because he is
now living with a family somewhere in middle
England where the father was in a band similar
to Spandu ballet but only sounding better.

You only have to open the Auturmuwv/Winter
Argos catalogue and there you find an all
terrain skateboard with the images of three
aliens on the bottom side of it. Same with the
Index catalogue, within seconds of opening it I
had come across an alien lamp.

The worst offender has to be The Christmas
catalogue which has a section called “Little
Green Men” where you can buy such delights
as Alien photo frames a personalised alien wall
clock. personalised alien pyjama case,
personalised alien towel, personaliscd alien
savings bank. a bouncy inflatable space jumper
(its like a bouncy Castle but its shaped like a
UFO) and a alien voice changer mask.

Most of us have come across some kind of
alien advertisement. recently I came across a

leaflet for the Alliance and Leicester left on a
seat of a bus it showed on the front a UFO over
what looks like the planet Mars and a alien
hand holding a cash-card with the slogan “Is
banking Alien to you” and “Beam up a cash-
card this account for 11-17 year olds.

How many of us have bought the Alien pen,
which lights up when you write with it, or have
got the alien lighter with flashing lights and is
also a musical key-ring. On television,
extraterrestrial alien beings are used by
advertisers to advertise anything from British
Telecom to instant mash potatoes to motor
cars.

In the June 2000 issue of Project Red Book
Andrew Ashmore asked, “Where have all the
UFO’s gone” well one thing is defiantly true-
not off television. In a typical week on
television, you can find the following shows
which have something connected to UFO’s or
aliens, Star Trek, The X-Files, The Quter
Limits, Red Dwarf. 3™ Rock From The Sun,
Roswell High, this is just a small example of
the programmes containing alien life forms.

The music makers such as David Bowie have
used alien in the title of their songs or sung
about aliens. One group called Foo Fighters
brought out a song called Foo Fighters on
Roswell records. So pop and rock groups are
not immune to falling back on singing about
aliens and UFO’s most of us could easy think
of a top ten alien or UFO chart

Is there life on Mars?-David Bowie
Spaceman —Babylon Zoo

Man on the Moon-Rem

Keep it dark-Genesis

Silver Machine-Hawkwind
Starman-David Bowie

Calling occupants of interplanetary crafi-
The Carpenters

8 Space Odditv-David Bowie

9. After the goldrush-Prelude

10. Loving the alien-David Bowie

NEN Ch e =

When you open the glossy UFO Magazines
from the shops, the first thing you will come
across is countless advertisements for video’s
“Alien this alien that” or you must buy the
latest Majestic 12 documents which have
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appeared out of nowhere and you can only buy
with us.

Or you must buy this new book because this
has all the answers you will ever need until the
author brings out another one sounding the
same as the last one and of cause you must buy
the Area 51 T-shirt and matching baseball cap
or a poster of the front cover of the Roswell
Daily Record Newspaper.

My sister, who lives in Lincoln, insists that
whenever she comes to pay me a visit she
brings with her something that is connected to
alien’s or UFO’s, because having come clean
to her that the second Tuesday of each month I
don’t just go to town for a drink with the lads
but that I have joined a group called “The
Yorkshire UFO Society” which some of you
reading this might have heard off.

So now, after her visits I have a good supply of
alien and UFO goodies such as books, videos,
moneybox, Alien candle, Pens (yes the one
that lights up when you write with it) and a
couple of alien figures, I had more but my dog
called Zena decided she would eat one (boldly
gone where no alien toy figure has gone
before).

Soif you look on television or in magazines or
advertising as a whole, there is a mighty lot of
imagery going on connected to the subject of
UFO’s and aliens is this planned or just a
cheap marketing gimmick. The truth is out
there what ever the truth is.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Recently, in an ongoing
bid to forge unions with UFO researchers
and organisations throughout the world,
YUFOS agreed to exchange information
with our colleagues in Russia. The
following small article was e-mailed to me.
Victor Romanchenko obviously struggles
with his English, but apart from correcting
spelling mistakes | have left his wording as
written, in order not to alter any meaning
he way have intended.

SENSATION: THE RUSSIAN
MILITARY DECLASSIFIED ITS
UFO ARCHIVE!

Sunday, October 8, REN-TV, a Russian
TV-channel, reported sensational

information. There being broadcasting a
programme "lovennaya taina" ("Military

secret") on the REN-TV on
(12:45-13:15 by Moscow time).

Sundays

The programme's staff have received an
exclusivematerial from the Ministry of
Defefence of the Russia.

According to the TV-programme, the
ministry have declassified a considerable
part of military UFO archive. There have
been showed recently secret lists of UFO
observations on Russian military bases,
recently secret orders of the Ministry's
leadership to organize UFO surveillance and
questioning military personnel that had
observed UFOs, unique videotapes showing
strange objects above the Russian military
installations.

The programme showed the Ministry's leading
expert for anomalous cosmic phenomena who
told that there is a military centre where all
UFO information is gathered. This centre is
situated on the territory of a military base near
the town of Mytishi, 19 km northeast of
Moscow. It was founded in 1980.

According to his words, Russian military is
gathering UFO information for the purpose of
development of new kinds of weapons. The
material showed by the programme is really
the sensation. The Miniswy of Defense of the
Russia officially confess that it always
cosidered UFOs seriously and gathered all
possible information about them. And that
is official claims!

I watched that programme and I am really
impressed by what I have seen and heard. 1
expected such declassifying from the
US government most probably but not from
the Russian military. The secrecy in the USSR
and Russia was always much stronger than in
Western countries. But [ hope that such the
step of Russians is the beginning of uncovering
UFO information kept by governments in the
whole world. Probably there should be
expected a like step from the government of
the USA.

Victor Romanchenko,

The Chairman of Sumy City Youth Society
"The Contact Center for UFO Studies"
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FREDERICK VALENTICH UPDATE

By Bill Chalker
12 Oct 2000

Just in the last day or so Victorian UFO
Research Society (VUFORS) have generated a
bit of publicity, based on investigations
Richard Haines and Paul Norman (VUFORS)
did a little while back. Dick Haines kindly sent
me copy of a paper which was published in the
Journal of Scientic Exploration, Vol.14, No.1,
pp.19-33, 2000, which discusses new evidence
& a new conclusion about this famous case.
Paul Norman & Richard Haines discuss a
witness, who came forward recently. His
evidence seems to lend support to the scenario
that Valentich inadvertently had turmed 180
degrees during his "UFO encounter” and was
heading back towards Victoria. This
"reconstruction” came about because of the
witnesses sighting, allegedly, of the Cessna,
heading "down" with a green "object” above it.
in near proximity to Apollo Bay.

Attempts are being made to encourage
renewed interest in seeing if Valentich did in
fact come down in the sea SE of Cape
Marengo, just to the SE of Apollo Bay,
between 3 to 12 miles offshore. It is an
interesting paper. Well worth looking at.
even though there seems to be problems with
their analysis of the "new" data - a "force fit"?

I hope that for the sake of the Valentich family
that some form of resolution comes.

UFO MYSTERY REVIVED.
(11 Oct 2000 Australia)

NEW evidence in  Australia's  most
controversial UFO mystery has identified the
likely spot a young pilot's plane may have
crashed into Bass Strait.

Researchers have gained what they claim are
fresh eyewitness accounts of an eerie green
light which surrounded Frederick Valentich's
ill-fated Cessna almost 22 years ago.

Valentich's dramatic disappearance off the
Apollo Bay coast in Victoria's south-west on
October 21, 1978, was recorded in radio
calls he sent to Melbourne airport.

Speculation about his disappearance has
ranged from freak weather conditions and pilot
disorientation to UFO abduction.

Now, new witness accounts of the plane and its
position have sparked calls from the Valentich
family and investigators for an undersea search
for the aircraft wreck.

The latest information comes from a man and
his two nieces, believed to be the last to see the
Cessna.

They support the description of a green light
hovering over the plane.

"They saw both the lights of a small aircraft
and a very large green light travelling directly
above it," said Paul Norman, of the Victorian
UFO Research Society, after interviewing the
trio.

(C) 2000 Davies Brothers Limited.

FRESH LIGHT ON UFO RIDDLE.
(The Mercury (Tasmania) 11/10/2000, P8)

By Mark Dunn.
Sea search planned for vanished plane

NEW evidence in  Australia's  most
controversial UFO mystery has identified the
likely spot a young pilot's plane may have
crashed into Bass Strait.

Researchers have gained what they claim are
fresh eyewitness accounts of an eerie green
light that surrounded Frederick Valentich's ill-
fated Cessna almost 22 years ago.

Valentich's dramatic disappearance off the
Apollo Bay coast in Victoria's south-west on
October 21, 1978, was recorded in radio
transmissions he sent from his rented Cessna
182L to Melbourne airport.

Speculation about Valentich's disappearance
has ranged from freak weather conditions and
pilot disorientation to UFO abduction.

Former NASA scientist Richard Haines, who
studied the case, includes in his theory the
possibility of a secret military weapons test.
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Now, new witness accounts of the plane and its
position have sparked calls from the Valentich
family and investigators for an undersea search
for the aircrafi wreck.

Valentich's mother, Alberta. has for two
decades maintained hope for some resolution
of the mystery.

Mrs Valentich. who lost her husband Guido
this year, yesterday issued her plea for
assistance with the planned ocean search.

She said famed oceanographer Jacques
Cousteau had before his death sought
government permission several times to look
for the aircraft but was refused.

Mrs Valentich also revealed she received a call
from an unidentified man in Russia shortly
after her son's disappcarance who said he
would visit them but the phone call was cut off
mid-conversation.

Her dying husband had expressed a belief that
Frederick Valentich may not have been killed.

"I don't think I'll see him where I am going,"
Mr Valentich told his wife shortly before he
died.

More than 50 people reported seeing bright
lights in the Cape Otway region on the night
20-year-old Valentich disappeared en route to
King Island.

But the latest information comes from a man
and his two nieces who are believed to be the
last to see the Cessna.

They support the description of a green light
hovering above the plane as detailed by
Valentich to Tullamarine airport radio
controller Steve Robey.

"They saw both the lights of a small aircraft
and a very large green light travelling directly
above it." said Paul Norman. of the Victorian
UFO Research Society, after interviewing the
trio.

Mr Norman said the Apollo Bay man, aged 47
at the time, had initially told his wife but she
didn't believe him.

He failed to raise it until now because he
feared being ridiculed. Mr Norman said.

"We have tracked it as far as we can without
an underwater search." he said.

The society and the Valentich family are
appealing for help in mounting the sea search
using sonar or video equipment.

They can be contacted on 9506 7080.

(C) 2000 Herald and Weekly Times Limited.
Source: HERALD SUN 11/10/2000 P7

Credit: Paul Cropper
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